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revolutionary propaganda should be intensified among the
troops and the prisoners of war. All these were useful
adjuncts in the diplomatic game, but they were nothing
more than that. Lenin was beginning to realize that the
world revolution was considerably further ofi than he, or
anyone else, had ever suspected. On the other hand, the
Revolution in Russia was in actual being, but by no means
consolidated. It was threatened, seriously jeopardized, both
by schisms within its own ranks and by the now reorganized
forces of anti-Bolshevism. The world revolution was a
dream which might in time be realized, the Russian
Revolution was a fact which must at all costs be defended
and consolidated, and to this end Lenin bent his mental
efforts, leaving to Trotsky and his fellow enthusiasts the
task of turning the conference at Brest-Litovsk into a
sounding-board for the advocacy of Marxism and the gospel
of revolution.

For it so happened that, both for achieving a world
upheaval and for securing a breathing-space for the Russian
Revolution, a policy of delay was necessary at Brest-
Litovsk. The peace negotiations must be protracted by
every possible means. Against the might of German
militarism Russia had but one remaining weapon, the
incalculable capacity of the Slav for interminable con-
versation, and this weapon Lenin was prepared to use
to its utmost capacity while he prepared in secret for a
strategic retreat.

Lenin realized that to achieve this end someone of
heavier calibre than Joffe was required in charge of the
operations. " To delay negotiations ", he said to Trotsky,
" there must be someone to do the delaying." Trotsky
agreed. " You'D do it, Lev Davidovitch ? " And again
Trotsky agreed.1 The history of Brest-Litovsk had taken
on a new aspect.

The opening gambit in this new phase of the game was
1 Trotsky, Lenin, p. 128 ; My Life, p. 311.